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Al in Education

Can a machine help us learn?

A teacher for every student, at any hour. Is that a good
thing?

Listen to the article
Scan the QR code or visit the link.

A student studies with the help of an Al assistant on a laptop.

WARM-UP It is three o’clock in the morning. You
— do not understand your homework,
and everybody is asleep. You type
your question, and an answer comes
back in five seconds. For many
students today, this is normal. Artificial
intelligence, or Al, is now a tutor in
millions of homes. Some teachers are
happy about this. Other teachers are
worried.

Talk about the questions with a
partner.

4. Do you use an app to learn
something? Does it help?

2. What makes a good teacher?

USEFUL LANGUAGE

| use... to...
A good teacher is...

Why do students like it? A good Al tool
can adapt. It gives harder questions to
a fast student and more practice to a
slower one. It can explain the same
idea in five different ways. It never
gets tired, and it never gets angry.

But there is a problem. When students
rely on a machine too much, they stop
learning. If Al writes your essay, who
learned to write? Teachers also want
students to be honest about their
work. Some schools now teach
students how to use Al well. Other
schools say no to it.

Nobody has the answer yet. Al can
find information in one second, but a
machine cannot give you every skill.
Two students can use the same tool:
one learns more, and one learns
nothing.

Maybe the real question is not Al
in school. Maybe it is: what do we
want school to be for?

VOCABULARY

A. Match the words (1-5) with the meanings (A-E).

TRUE OR FALSE

Read the sentences. Circle T (True) or F (False).

1. tutor A. to need someone or something 1. The student in the article asks a question at T F
night.
2. adapt — B. telling the truth g
2. T F
3. rely (on) — C. a teacher who helps one student All teachers are happy about Al.
4. skill D. something you can do wel 3. AnAl tool can give harder questionstoa T F
5. honest ___ fast student.
E. to change to fit a new situation
4. Every school says no to Al. T F
5. Two students can use the same tool and T F
learn different things.
DISCUSSION USEFUL LANGUAGE Ithink... - Forme... - because... - It depends.
1 Have you used Al to study or to write? What happened?
2 Would you like an Al tutor at home? Why or why not?
3 What can a human teacher do that a machine cannot do?
4 Is it OK to use Al for homework? When is it not OK?
5 What do you think school is really for?
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O1 CRITICAL THINKING

WHERE IS THE LINE?
Five students use Al for their homework. Who is cheating?

Work in a group. Mark every line OK, NOT SURE or CHEATING. Your group must agree on every line.

WHAT THE STUDENT DOES THINK ABOUT THIS oK NOT SURE CHEATING
Al checks the grammar in her essay. She wrote every word herself. The ideas are hers.

He asks Al to explain a difficult idea. A friend or a teacher could explain it too.

She writes in her language. Al translates it. The ideas are hers, but the English is not.

Al writes one paragraph. He changes italot. = How much must he change? Who decides?

Al writes the essay. She sends it to the She does not read it first. The teacher cannot see this.
teacher.

YOUR RULE  Finish the sentence: It is cheating when

DISCUSS 1 The teacher cannot see how the student worked. Does that change your answer?

2 Compare with another group. Which line did you not agree about?

O2 LANGUAGE IN CONTEXT 03 SPEAKING CHALLENGE
USE THE LANGUAGE ROLE « TASK « PRESENT
Complete the sentences with a word from the box. Work in small groups. Follow the three steps.
skill honest tutor rely adapt ROLE You are the teachers at a school. Your
students all use Al.
1 Mysi k h_ af hool. .
y sister works as a mat after schoo TASK Choose two rules: one thing students can do,
2 Agoodappcan___ tothe level of each student. one thing they cannot.
3 Donot_ on your phone for everything. PRESENT Tell the class your two rules and say why they
4 Speaking English is a very useful are fair.
5 Pleasebe _ about the help you used. USEFUL LANGUAGE
Students can... - Students cannot...
We chose this because... - This is fair because...

04 WRITING

YOUR OPINION

Should students use Al to help with their homework?
Write 60—100 words. Use words from the article.

USEFUL LANGUAGE
| think students should... - The first reasonis... - For example,... - But... - So | think...
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